230	THE ASCENDANCY OF CHAMBERLAIN
large part of British Guiana, and had thoughtfully given a con-
cession there to an American syndicate. Cleveland was within
a year of the time when he must stand, if at all, for re-election.
He was a gold democrat, and the tide of bimetallism, which was
to sweep his party in 1896, already wetted his feet. 'Twisting
the lion's tail' was still a strong card to play in American poli-
tics. In his message he announced that he would appoint an
American commission to define the boundary, and impose its
award upon Great Britain—by war, if necessary—in the name
of the Monroe Doctrine.
This was certainly one of the most unexpected, least war-
ranted, and least excusable steps ever taken in modern times
by a Great Power. Its direct consequences need not detain us
long. The message evoked a frenzy of Jingoism throughout the
United States; but a chastening influence was exerted by a
catastrophic fall in American stocks. British opinion displayed
restraint from the start. It became obvious that, while an Anglo-
American war would still be the most popular of all wars in
America, in England it was viewed as fratricidal. Cleveland
appointed his Commission; but it was composed of prudent men,
and Lord Salisbury accepted its invitation to supply it with docu-
ments of the British case. Meanwhile Chamberlain, who had
an American wife, was active behind the scenes; first using as
intermediary the veteran Lord Playfair* (also married to an
American), and later, in September 1896, visiting the United
States and interviewing Cleveland's secretary of state, Olney,
in private* The result of these talks was the Treaty of Washing-
ton (s February 1897), by which the question was referred to
arbitration. The award (promulgated on 3 October 1899) con-
firmed all the principal British claims.
But the indirect consequences went much farther. The Cleve-
land message laid bare the isolation of Great Britain* Had war re-
sulted, it might have been 1779 over again, with Germany head-
ing a hostile Europe against us- Already in October there had
been a wrangle between London and Berlin over Germany's
support of Kruger.2 The message was perhaps decisive in con-
firming the Wilhehnstrasse's anti~British orientation. It may,
too, have helped to precipitate Rhodes's action, for since Kru-
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